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	Geography Skills Progression

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]These five scientific skills are developed progressively from Nursery to Year 6 and underpin all geography learning across the curriculum. As pupils move through the school, they build increasing confidence in using geographical knowledge and vocabulary, asking questions, undertaking fieldwork, using directional and locational knowledge, drawing maps and using them in an increasing variety of ways. The progression ensures that children develop the knowledge, understanding and enquiry skills needed to think critically, work geographically and communicate their ideas effectively, preparing them for further geographical learning and a future as a good global citizen.


[image: Transfer with solid fill][image: Questions with solid fill][image: Mountains with solid fill]Direction and Location
The ability to use and understand vocabulary linked to the direction or location of a feature or journey, on a range of scales from a known short route to global positionings.
Geographical Enquiry 
The ability to use geographical knowledge, vocabulary, models and processes to describe, explain and investigate geographical case studies on a local, regional, national and global scale.
Fieldwork
The ability to apply geographical knowledge, vocabulary, models and evidence to observe, measure, record and evaluate geographic ideas, processes and systems.
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Using Maps
The ability to apply geographical knowledge to describe, interpret and use maps on a range of scales, with a range of purposes.
Drawing Maps
The ability to experiences, aerial images and online systems alongside knowledge to create and draw maps on a range of scales, making decisions on additions such as a key or OS symbols. 


	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Geographical Enquiry
	Begin to understand the need to look after their environment.

Explore collections using their senses.
	Teacher led enquiries will children to ask and respond to simple closed questions. 

Use information books and pictures as sources of information. 

Investigate their surroundings. 
Make observations about where things are e.g. within school or the local area.
	Children encouraged to ask simple geographical questions such as “Where is it?” and “What’s it like?”. 

Use non-fiction books, stories, maps, pictures/photos and internet sources of information as well as some aerial photos. 

Investigate their surroundings. 

Make appropriate observations about why things happen. 

Make simple comparisons between features of different places.
	Begin to ask/initiate geographical questions. 

Use non-fiction books, stories, atlases, pictures/photos and internet including aerial photos as sources of information. 

Investigate places and themes at more than one scale. 

Begin to collect and record evidence.
	Ask and respond to questions and offer their own ideas/opinions. 
Extend to satellite images and a range of aerial photographs to investigate place and themes at more than one scale.

Collect and record evidence with some aid. 

Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons between locations using photos/pictures/maps.
	Begin to suggest questions for an investigation. 

Begin to use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. 

Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale, contrasting and distant places. 
Collect and record evidence unaided. 

Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. compare historical maps of varying scales (history of Newcastle).
	Suggest questions for investigating.

Use primary and secondary sources of evidence in their investigations. 

Investigate places with more emphasis on the larger scale, contrasting and distant places (e.g. South America).

Collect and record evidence unaided.



	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Fieldwork
	Explore the effects of changes through the weather and seasonal features.
	Observe and record information about the local area e.g. traffic survey. 

Use fieldwork to observe, record and present information about the local area.
	Use fieldwork to observe, record and present information about a local area and its tourist attractions.
	Collect, record and analyse evidence and begin to draw conclusions e.g. comparisons between two coastal places and how the coastline has changed.
	Collect, record and analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. make comparisons between locations using photos/pictures/maps.

Use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present information about diversity within the Byker Wall Estate.

Use fieldwork to observe, record and present information about how diversity is celebrated in Byker.
	Use fieldwork to observe, record and present information about different types of building usage. 

To compare and analyse the buildings of two highstreets, drawing some conclusions as to why they differ.  
	Analyse evidence and draw conclusions e.g. from field work data on land use on the Quayside, considering the importance of bridges.



	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Location and Direction
	Use new vocabulary in their discussions when describing changes.
	Follow directions (up, down, left/right, forwards/backwards).
	Follow directions and read a simple compass (N,S,E and W).
	Use 4 points of a compass confidently and begin to use the 8 points. 

Use letter/number coordinates to locate features on a map.
	Use 8 points of a compass confidently.

Use letter/number coordinates to locate features on a map confidently.
	To use eight points of the compass, four figure grid references, symbols and key to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world to read maps.
	Use 8 points of a compass confidently and accurately. 
Use 4 figure co-ordinates confidently to locate features on a map.  

Begin to use 6 figure grid references, using longitude and latitude on atlas maps.  



	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Drawing Maps
	Create maps using local environment and imaginary story setting.

Asks and answers questions about aspects of their familiar world, such as the places where they live.
	Draw picture maps of imaginary places and from stories using their own made-up symbols. 

Draw simple picture maps. 
Construct a key using basic symbols.
	Draw a map of a real or imaginary place (e.g., add detail to a sketch map from an aerial photograph). 
Begin to understand the need for a key. 

Use class agreed symbols to make a simple key.  
	Map a map of a short route experienced, with features in correct order. 

Make a simple scale drawing. 
Know why a key is needed. 
Use standard symbols. 
	Make a map of a short route experienced, with features in the correct order.

Make a simple scale drawing. 
Know why a key is needed.
 
Begin to recognise symbols on an OS map. 

Select key features on a larger scale map.
	Begin to draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data. 

Draw a sketch map using symbols and a key. 

Use and recognise OS symbols.
	Draw a variety of thematic maps based on their own data. 

Begin to draw plants of increasing complexity. 

Use/recognise OS map symbols confidently. 

Use atlas symbols.  

	
	EYFS
	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6

	Using Maps
	Explore the natural world around them and discuss features in the environment.

Draw information from a simple map.
	Use a simple picture map to move around the school and surrounding area. 

Recognise that a map is about a specific place.
	Follow a route on a map. 

Use a plan view.
 
Use an infant atlas to locate places.
	Locate places on larger scale maps, e.g. a map of Europe. 

Use large scale OS maps, atlases and gloves as well as digital mapping to locate countries and describe the features studied. 

Analyse evidence and begin to draw conclusions, e.g. make comparisons between two locations. 

To begin to understand the purpose of different maps.
	Locate places on large scale maps (e.g. Find UK or South Africa on globe). 

Follow a route on a large-scale map.

Follow a route on a map with some accuracy.

To choose an appropriate map for a given task e.g. to navigate or to interpret weather.
	Compare maps with aerial photographs. 

Select a map for a specific purpose (e.g. pick an atlas to find Japan but an OS map to find a local village). 

Begin to use atlases to find out about other features of places (e.g. find wettest part of the world).
	Follow a short route on an OS map. 

Describing features shown on OS map. 

Locate places on a world map. 

Use atlases to find out about 
other features of places (e.g. mountain regions, weather patterns).  
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