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Together, we learn. Together, we grow. Together, we thrive.
Dear Parents and Carers,

What a busy and positive first half term of the new school year! Our children have returned ready to learn, make friends, try new experiences and show what it means to be part of Byker Primary. I am incredibly proud of their enthusiasm, resilience and kindness. Thank you to our families and staff for helping everyone settle so well.
Our values in action
This half term we have relaunched our school vision and values, encouraging children to be respectful, resilient, collaborative, ambitious and confident communicators. Assemblies and classroom conversations have helped pupils think about inclusion, belonging, democracy, Black History Month and treating one another with care. We are delighted to see these values reflected in everyday school life.
A school where everyone belongs
We have continued improving the support available to all children, including calm, supportive learning spaces, consistent routines and classroom strategies that help pupils communicate, manage emotions and engage with learning. The Director of Education recently recognised the progress in our universal social, emotional and mental health provision during a school visit. We are pleased that this work is helping us make Byker a welcoming and inclusive place for every child.
Learning beyond the classroom
Over the past 8 weeks this has included: geography field work in Byker, Ouseburn, Northumberland Street and Tyne mouth, science and art exploration at the Life Centre and Gibside National Trust, Library time at Byker Library, swimming at East End Pool, Design Technology healthy food exploration in school and at the Lighthouse project, and High School experiences at Walker Riverside. These opportunities help children make connections between what they learn in lessons and the world around them.
Keeping each other safe
Children have taken part in age-appropriate allergy awareness learning and assemblies, while all staff have completed Kitt Medical allergy training. We want every child to understand the importance of looking after themselves and one another.  Next half term we will be reviewing fire and firework safety with all children ahead of Bonfire Night.
Thank you for your patience
Our new toilet facilities and playground developments have continued alongside the school day. We know temporary changes to access routes have not always been easy, and we are grateful to families, children and staff for working together so positively. Safety remains our priority as the works progress, and we will continue to share updates.  We hope that the toilets will be completed during the first week back following half term, however material delays have slowed down our playground developments.
Dedicated Service
After more than 28 years of dedicated service to the children, families and community of Byker Primary School, Mrs Brumwell-Wright has made the difficult decision to move on. During her time at the school Mrs Brumwell-Wright has made an enormous contribution to the lives of countless children, advocating tirelessly for their welfare and wellbeing. We thank her for everything she has given to Byker Primary School and wish her every happiness and success in the future.
A message from Mrs Brumwell Wright:
I would like to pass on my warmest wishes to everyone at Byker Primary School and to
thank the families for the privilege and honour of working with them and their children.
The children of Byker Primary School have been the heart of everything and the
greatest joy of my career.

We also want to wish Mrs Daniel all the best as she goes back to university to study and gain qualifications to become a teacher.  She has been a HLTA at Byker primary since 2014 and has supported so many of our children.
A final thank you
Thank you for supporting reading, attendance which is starting to improve towards National Averages, learning and school events, and for your understanding as we continue to improve our school.  We are greatful to all who came to our Festival of light craft sessions, and stopped off at our community pop up event.   I hope you all enjoy a restful and happy half-term break. We look forward to welcoming everyone back for another exciting half term on Monday 2nd November 8.45am.

Mrs M Donnison
Headteacher
Byker Primary School  •  www.bykerprimary.org  •  office@bykerprimary.co.uk
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