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1. Policy Statement

The Governing Body is committed to reducing environmental impact through responsible food waste management. In line with the Environment Act 2021 and new UK regulations effective from 31 March 2025, this policy outlines our strategy to segregate, collect, and minimise food waste across all areas of school operations. 
 
2. Policy Objective 
· To comply with UK food waste segregation legislation
· To reduce the environmental footprint of school operations
· To foster a culture of sustainability among pupils and staff.
· To ensure safe. Hygiene and lawful management of food waste.

3. Scope

This policy applies to:
· All school buildings and grounds.
· All staff, pupils, visitors, contractors, and volunteers.
· All catering and food preparation areas, dining halls, classrooms, and staff rooms.
4. Legal Requirements

Under the new Simpler Recycling rules and the Environment Act 2021, schools must:
· Separate food waste from general waste and recyclables.
· Dispose of food waste through a licensed collection service.
· Prohibit the use of in-sink food disposal units (macerators).
· Prepare for the future inclusion of plastic film recycling by March 2027.

5. Procedures
5.1 Food Waste Segregation
· Dedicated food waste bins will be placed in:
· School kitchens
· Dining areas
· Staff rooms
· Classrooms (if applicable)
· All bins will be clearly labelled and use compostable liners (where appropriate).
· Food waste must never be placed in general or recycling bins.
5.2 Collection & Disposal
· Food waste will be collected by a licensed waste carrier contracted by the school or local authority.
· Waste transfer documentation will be kept for inspection and audit purposes.
· Disposal methods must prioritise composting or anaerobic digestion.
5.3 Bin Management
Bins must be:
· Emptied daily
· Cleaned regularly
· Stored securely away from pupils
· Staff must report damaged or overflowing bins immediately to the site manager.

6. Roles and Responsibilities
6.1 Headteacher / SLT
· Ensure compliance with legislation.
· Allocate resources for training and infrastructure.
· Monitor policy implementation.
· Oversee waste contractor arrangements with the local authority
· Conduct periodic waste audits
6.2 Site / Facilities Manager
· Maintain bin infrastructure.
6.3 Catering Team
· Minimise food waste during preparation and service.
· Ensure kitchen compliance with food separation.
· Remove or disable in-sink macerators.
6.4 All Staff
· Use appropriate bins for food waste.
· Educate and remind pupils of correct waste practices.
6.5 Pupils
· Participate in food waste reduction programmes.
· Follow the bin labelling system responsibly.

7. Training and Awareness
· Staff and catering team will receive annual training on waste separation procedures.
· Pupils will be engaged through:
· Assemblies and classroom activities
· Eco-club involvement
· Posters and signage near bins

8. Monitoring and Review

· A waste audit will be conducted at least once per academic year.
· The policy will be reviewed annually or upon changes in legislation.
· Non-compliance will be addressed through appropriate corrective measures.

9. Related Policies
· Health & Safety Policy
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